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Editorial

Our Lady of Sorrows, a call to conversion

Mraculous image of Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows
Quito, Equador -- Feast day, September 15.

Our Lady of Sorrows is the title that was given
by the Church to the Mother of the Word, Our Lady
of Kibeho, at her shrine in Kibeho, Africa. (See
page 4.) In her message to the world, the Blessed
Mother is calling all of us to do penance, to fast
and to pray for the conversion of the world. She
asked specifically for the recitation of the Chaplet
of the Seven Sorrows (see page 19), and while
meditating on the mysteries, to have a great sor-
row for our sins. Her own great sorrow is that, so
many are not heeding her request.

The young visionaries of Kibeho saw a river of
blood. The Blessed Mother predicted that a great
catastophe would come upon the world. Today,
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in practically every section of the world, there

is blood flowing: Gaza Strip and Israel, Ukraine,
Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Libya, Nigeria, Central Africa,
Eastern Congo, Sudan, etc.,... not to mention, the
bloodshed of many local conflicts worldwide.

What is known, throughout the Middle East
and Africa, as the “Arab spring”, can be more lik-
ened to an “Arab fall”, with the systematic target-
ing of Christians; more than 150,000 Christians
are martyred each year for their faith."

In Kibeho, Africa, Our Lady told the visionary,
Anathalie, that...all the people were her chil-
dren. She instructed her to have her Protestant
and Muslim schoolmates pray the Rosary, not
as Catholics but as her children. We are all her
daughters (and sons) and she loves us all equally.
Performing an act of penance is a way of telling
God that you are truly sorry for any sins that you
have committed. The best way to achieve this is
by praying the Rosary.?

This is why we are making a special appeal to
everyone to join us in this Rosary Crusade. (See
page 23.) We must get on our knees, as Our Lady
has asked, and invite others, as well. We can do
this, and God will accompany us with His signs
and miracles. (See page 8.)

Pope Francis said in, La Vanguardia, that the
economic system produces and sells weapons,
and with this the balance sheets of the idolatrous
economies, the great world economies that
sacrifice man at the feet of the idol of money.
The Pilgrims of St. Michael are committed to
informing our readers of the whole picture; that
every part of society must be converted: the so-
cial, the political, and the economic. Social Credit
is a solution for procuring the necessities of life.
(See page 14.)

Our Lady, in her sorrow, sheds tears. She
wants to lead all of us, as her children, to her
Son, Jesus. She has a plan to usher in the Reign
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Triumph of
her own Immaculate Heart. Are we willing to fol-
low our Mary our Mother?

Yves Jacques, Assisitant-Editor

1. Vatican statistics

2. From the book, Our Lady of Kibeho, Immaculee Ilibagiza
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Our Lady of Kibeho, Rwanda, Africa

To avoid war and chastisements, the Mother of the Word
invited the young seers and the whole world
to pray, fast, and do penance.

The “Michael” Journal first
reported on the Apparitions
of Our Lady in Kibeho, in
Rwanda, Africa, in our January-
February, 1988 issue. The first
appearance of the Mother of the
Word was in November, 1981, and
continued until 1989. Given to-
day’s situation, with major geno-
cides occurring in many countries,
we find it important to reproduce
these messages again, since it
was in Kibeho that Our Lady made
the predictions about the geno-
cide that would take place —

The seers saw “a river of
blood, people who were killing
each other, abandoned corpses
with no one to bury them, a
tree all in flames, bodies with-
out their heads.” This proph-
ecy seemed, at first, incredible
but about a decade later, in the
spring of 1994, a horrifying civil
war erupted in Rwanda, and, in
Jjust three months, an estimated
one million people were killed,
many beheaded by machetes and
dumped into the Kagea River.

Rwanda in 1980

Vandalism was rampant all
over the country from 1980 to
1981. Almost all of the statues of
the Virgin Mary that were at the
entrance of villages were mutilat-
ed, destroyed, or stolen. This was
a sad time when Mary was almost
forgotten, and barely prayed to.
Even several priests did not pray
the Rosary anymore, influenced
by the propaganda of false theo-
logians who would like to make
us believe that this devotion was
out of date. Catholics were hu-

miliated; the clergy were begin-
ning to give up.

It is in this time of discour-
agement that Mary chose to visit
Rwanda. From 1981 to 1989, this
country heard of the Virgin Mary
as never before.

Alphonsine Mumreke

The all-girl boarding school of
Kibeho is located in the south of
the country, the poorest area of
Rwanda. At the start of the new
school year in 1981, there were
120 students, divided into three
classes. Three nuns directed the
school. The majority of the stu-
dents were Catholic, but there
were also 17 Protestants and 2
Moslems. Morals were far from
being exemplary.

Alphonsine Mumreke was 17
years old and in her first year at
the secondary school. She was
very pious, loved to attend Holy
Mass and had always shown a
great love for the Blessed Virgin.
She was the first to receive a visit
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from the Mother of God, she re-
lates,

“It took place on Saturday,
November 28, 1981, at 12:35 p.m.
| was in the dining room of the
school, serving my classmates.
All of a sudden, | heard a voice
calling me.”

Mary: “My daughter.”
Alphonsine: “Here  am.”

“l went to the corridor, and
saw a very beautiful woman. |/
knelt down, made the Sign of
the Cross, and asked: ‘Who are
you?"

Mary: “Ndi Nyina Wa Jambo
(in the local language, ‘I am the
Mother of the Word’). Of the
things of Heaven, what makes
you happy?”

Alphonsine: “/ love God and
His Mother, who gave us the
Their Son, Jesus, who redeemed

”

us.

Mary: “If it is true that you
are happy, then know that | have
heard your prayers and | am
here to console you. | would like
your friends to have your Faith,
because they do not believe
strongly enough.”

Alphonsine: “Mother of the
Saviour, if it is really You, and you
have come here to tell us to have
more faith, then you must truly
love us! | am really filled with joy
that You appear to me.”

Alphonsine relates: “The Vir-
gin was not white as She is usu-
ally seen in holy pictures. | could
not determine the color of Her
skin, but She was of incompar-
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able beauty. She was barefoot
and had a seamless white dress,
and also a white veil on Her head.
Her hands were clasped together
on Her breast, and Her fingers
pointed to the sky. Later, | was
told that | was in the dining room.
My classmates told me that | was
speaking in several languages:
French, English, Kinyarwanda,
etc.

“When the Blessed Virgin was
about to leave, | said three ‘Hail
Marys” and the prayer, ‘Come,
Holy Spirit’. When She left, | saw
Her rise to Heaven like Jesus.”

At the end of the Apparition,
the seer remained motionless
for a quarter of an hour, as if she
was paralyzed, and all the efforts
to get her out of ecstasy were in
vain. Neither the teachers nor the
nuns gave credence to what Al-
phonsine said. They rather spoke
of iliness instead of apparitions.

The phenomenon took place
again the next day, on November
29. In December, the Apparitions
took place almost every Satur-
day. Excited by their curiosity, the
students and the teachers tested
the reality of the ecstasies. They
burned Alphonsine with a match,
or pricked her with a pin, but the
seer had no reactions.

Alphonsine suffered a lot dur-
ing this period of subtle perse-
cution. They mocked her: “Here
comes the seer!” During the May
8, 1982 apparition, Alphonsine
complained to the Virgin Mary:
“People say that we are crazy.”
This day, Alphonsine’s mother
was present for the first time.

Many signs were given by
Heaven to bring the students and
the teachers to believe in the au-
thenticity of the apparitions.

Those students who had ros-
aries, brought them to have them
blessed by the Blessed Virgin.
Alphonsine took the rosaries and
offered them to the Blessed Vir-
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gin. Some rosaries became too
heavy, and the seer could not lift
them to ask for the blessing. It
was noticed that the heavy Ros-
aries in question belonged to stu-
dents who did not believe in the
authenticity of the apparitions,
and who criticized them.

In Rwanda, news spreads
quickly. People came in haste to
be present at the time of the ap-
paritions. Upon the request of the
Bishop, the seer spoke about it
to the director of the school. The
next meetings took place out-
doors, in the schoolyard. Some
apparitions  continued to take
place in the dormitory.

Mary progressively made
Herself known to the students,
and won them over. She gave ad-
vice, encouraged, and counselled
them to bring them onto the right
path. She was truly the Mother
who, in Her motherly love, edu-
cated Her children. Our Lady
really became the Queen of this
school. She should be the Queen
of all schools!

Because of the strong oppos-
ition that the first apparitions had
received, some teachers and stu-
dents said: “We will believe that
the Mother of God is coming to
our school only if She appears to
others besides Alphonsine.” The
seer replied to them: “Then pray
to obtain this favour.”

Two other seers

On January 12, 1982, Our
Lady answered the prayers of
these students. She began ap-
pearing to a young girl, Anathalie
Mukamazimpaka, and continued
to come to her until December 3,
1983.

On March 2, 1982, to the sur-
prise of all, Our Lady appeared
to Marie Claire Mukangango. It
was like a bomb in the school,
for Marie Claire was one of those
who had showed her unbelief
the most. Her Christian life was
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nothing special, and
was even far from be-
ing exemplary! She had
called Alphonsine “a
fool”. And now it was her
turn to be seized by this
mysterious power; the
Virgin Mary chose Marie
Claire to spread Her
message. From that day
forward, Marie Claire
would continue saying:
“One must meditate on
the Passion of Jesus,
and on the deep sor-
rows of His Mother. One
must recite the Rosary
every day, and also the Rosary
of the Seven Sorrows of Mary, to
obtain the favour of repentance.”
Marie Claire continued to see Our
Lady until September 15, 1982.

In January and February,
1982, diabolical phenomena took
place in the dormitory. To cast
off these unknown forces, the
nuns used Lourdes’ holy water.
This had a soothing effect, but
soon there was no more water
left. Anathalie was asked to have
some water blessed by the Virgin
Mary during the apparitions. This
was on March 2, 1982. Thus start-
ed, at Kibeho, the habit of having
water blessed by the Virgin Mary
before the apparition.

Very soon, the crowds be-
came very large, especially in
May, 1982, the month dedicated
to Mary. A podium was installed
to allow journalists and the mem-
bers of the medical and theologic-
al commission to circulate freely.
Also, large speakers were set
up so that the population would
be able to hear the dialogue of
the seers with Our Lady. On Au-
gust 15, 1982, there were 20,000
people.

Towards the end of an appar-
ition, the Blessed Virgin would
ask the seers to bless the crowd.
The seers were in ecstasy; they
did not see the crowd, they only

The three visionaries

saw a large garden of flowers,
some fresh, and others faded.
Our Lady asked the seers to water
the flowers, and She explained to
them that the fresh flowers repre-
sented people whose hearts were
turned to God, whereas the faded
flowers represented those whose
hearts were turned to earthly
things, especially to money.

Mystical Journeys

There were also the mys-
tical journeys. Alphonsine ex-
perienced this phenomenon on
March 20 and 21, 1982. She in-
formed the Sister directress and
her classmates in advance: “/ will
look dead, but don't be afraid;
don’t bury me!” The journey last-
ed eighteen hours. Priests, nurses,
religious, the medical assistant of
the Red Cross, all of them could
see Alphonsine plunged into a
deep sleep, her body straight and
very heavy. They could not lift her
nor separate her hands, which
were joined. During this journey
the Blessed Virgin showed her
Heaven, Purgatory, and Hell.

Another impressive phenom-
enon that took place in Kibeho
were the fasts and the silences
requested by Jesus or Mary. This
was also checked by the commis-
sion of inquiry. These fasts could
last up to fourteen days, without
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harming the health of
the seers.

During one appar-
ition, Alphonsine was
cured of a severe quinsy
which had caused loss
of voice, and also of an
eye disease. During the
Apparition on October
2, she fell seven times,
but even when she
lay on the ground, she
continued to pray and
to sing. She asked for
the grace to detest sin
and the strength not to
be carried away by the
desires of the flesh. She sang:
“Queen of Heaven and Earth.”
Then, as an invocation, she re-
peated: “Let us help Him to save
the world...” In her prayers, Al-
phonsine often asked for voca-
tions to the priesthood and the
religious life. She did not forget
the youth. She prayed for peace
because, she said, “there are dis-
sensions, troubles and hatred
all over the world.” Finally, she
prayed for Bishops of Rwanda,
the heads of States, and for the
whole world.

Two sanctuaries

On August 5, 1982, the Virgin
Mary said to Anathalie:

“l speak to you, but you do
not hear Me. | want to lift you,
but you remain down. I call you,
but you turn a deaf ear. When
will you do what | ask of you?
You remain indifferent to all My
appeals. When will you under-
stand ? When will you take inter-
est in what | want to say to you?
I give you signs, but you remain
incredulous. How long will you
turn a dead ear to My appeals?”

This lengthy complaint of the
Blessed Virgin followed Her re-
quest to build two sanctuaries on
the site of the apparitions. Anath-
alie had told the authorities, but
nothing had been done yet. How-
ever, the local Bishop and the par-
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ish priest were already convinced
about the reality of the appar-
itions, but they had to go through
the usual inquiries.

Repentance

The following is the dialogue
that took place between Marie
Claire and Our Lady on April 2,
1982:

Mary: “Do repent! Do re-
pent! Do repent!”

Marie Claire: “But /
do!”

Mary: “When I tell
you this, | do not speak
to you alone, but I speak
also to all the others.
Men of our times have
emptied each thing of
its true meaning: he
who commits a fault
does not recognize that
he has done wrong.”

Marie Claire: “We are
weak, without strength.
Give us the strength to
recognize our faults and
to ask forgiveness for
them.”

Our Lady recom-
mends to us to say the
Rosary of the Seven Sor-
rows to obtain the contrition of
our sins.

On May 31, 1982, Our Lady
said to Marie Claire:

“What I ask of you is repent-
ance. If you recite this chaplet,
while meditating on it, you will
then have the strength to repent.
Today, many people do not know
any more how to ask forgive-
ness. They nail the Son of God
to the Cross again. Because of
this, | want to come and remind
you, especially here in Rwanda
where I still find humble people,
who are not attached to wealth
nor money”.

Our Lady asked us to recite
this chaplet every day if we can,
but especially on the following
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days: Friday, the day that r calls
the crucifixion of Jesus; Tuesday,
in memory of the first Apparition
to Marie Claire; on September
14, the feast of the Holy Cross;
and on September 15, the feast
of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows.

A message for statesmen

Here are excerpts from a
Message of our Heavenly Moth-
er to the seer Alphonsine during

http://kibeho-sanctuary.com

Her last Apparition on Novem-
ber 28, 1989. It was published
in the May-June, 1990 issue of
“Michael”: “I speak to you, who
hold power, and who represent
the nation: save the people, in-
stead of being their torturers.
Do not rob the people, share
with others. Be careful not to
persecute, to muzzle those who
want to denounce your errors. |
say to you, | repeat it, whatever
you do, even though you try
everything to harm somebody
because he loves his fellow
men, defends human rights,
fights for the respect of the
life of others, and for the truth
and all that is good, and even
because he fights so that God
may be loved and respected,

whatever you do, you can do
nothing against him.”

The Virgin also said to Al-
phonsine: “I love you very much.
If | came, it is because you need-
edit.”

Extraordinary phenomena

The pilgrims in Kibeho wit-
nessed several extraordinary
phenomena: the sun dancing for
ten minutes from left to right and
up and down; the dis-
appearance of the sun,
replaced by a greenish
moon; the stars dan-
cing; luminous crosses
in the sky...The great-
est miracle in Kibeho
though, was this wave of
conversions and prayers
that resulted from these
apparitions.

Ecclesial approval

These Apparitions
were officially recog-
nized by the Church in
July, 2001. The local
Bishop, Augustin Mis-
ago of Gikongoro had
declared that, “Yes, the
Virgin Mary had ap-
peared at Kibeho on
November 28, 1981 and
in the months that followed.
There are more reasons to be-
lieve in the Apparitions than to
deny them...” The Apparitions of
Kibeho are now officially recog-
nized... The name given to the
Marian sanctuary at Kibeho is
“Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows”.
“That Kibeho become a place of
pilgrimage and of encounter
for all who seek Christ and who
come there to pray, a fundamen-
tal centre of conversion, of rep-
aration for the sins of the world
and of reconciliation, a point of
meeting for all who were dis-
persed, as for those who aspire
to the values of compassion and
fraternity without borders, a fun-
damental centre that recalls the
Gospel of the Cross.” <
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Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
one step closer to beatification

James Fulton Engstrom was
born on September 16, 2010. The
following is his Mom’s account
of the “miracle” of Jame’s unex-
plainable recovery. It was written
on the first anniversery of the
alledged miracle, which the fam-
ily attributes to the intercession
of Venerable Archbishop Fulton J.
Sheen.

On June 17, 2014, the Diocese of
Peoria reported that its bishop,
Daniel Jenky, had been informed
of the decision of the seven-
member theological commission,
which had unanimously ruled,
that James’s recovery was miracu-
lous.

Archbishop Sheen was known
throughout the United States for
his radio programs to teach the
Catholic Faith. He hosted the
popular, Enmy-award winning
television show, “Life is Worth
Living”, which aired in the 1950’s
and 1960’s, and he is author of
numerous books. He was aux-
iliary bishop of New York, and
Bishop of Rochester. If Pope
Francis approves this decision of
the theological commission, Arch-
bishop Sheen will be declared
Blessed. He died in 1979 at the
age of 84.

61 Minutes

One year ago today (This story
was written in 2011) I delivered my
son, a stillborn. For a moment he
was placed in my arms quiet, blue,
and limp. The midwife and her as-
sistant then took him from me and
began CPR. They could not find a
pulse. He did not breathe. Because
we were at home (it was my third,
planned homebirth) 911 was called.

While cpr was continued and
we waited for the ambulance my
husband took water and baptized
him using the name we had agreed
upon, James Fulton. I remember
sitting on the floor saying, “Ful-
ton Sheen, Fulton Sheen, Fulton
Sheen” over and over again in my
head. I suppose it was as close as I
could come to a prayer; I suppose it
was my way of asking Archbishop
Sheen to interceded for my son.

The paramedics came and
rushed James away. In route, as
they tried to restart his heart, they
gave him two doses of epinephrine
by lines in the shin bone. Neither
worked and one leaked out, turn-
ing his whole right leg - from toe
tip to buttock - black and blue and
purple. In the ER the doctors and
nurses worked on him for another
18 minutes or so. A nurse practi-
tioner told me she wanted James’
mother to be able to hold him alive
for a little bit. Five minutes, an hour
- she just wanted my son to be alive
long enough for me to say good-bye.
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They did a sonogram of his
heart. It fluttered but it didn’t beat.
A nurse held his foot; she later told
me it was cold, like the expression
“cold and dead”. He was incubated
and getting oxygen, but there was
no way that the chest compressions
were adequately circulating the ox-
ygen to the brain and other organs.
Following the orders of the on-call
neonatalogist they stopped work-
ing on him so they could call time
of death.

My little boy, James Fulton, 9lbs
and 120z, had been without a pulse
for 61 minutes.

Everyone stopped working.
And then his heart started. James
was admitted to the NICU at the
Children’s Hospital of Illinois and
was immediately “cooled” — a new-
er type of therapy where they lower
the body’s temperature by a few de-
grees in an effort to spare the brain
and other organs further and ongo-
ing damage. For three days he was
sedated and shivering, covered in
tubes and wires. They thought that
he would not live to be a week old.
They thought he would have to lose
his right leg because of the chemi-
cal burn. They thought that if he
did live he would be a “vegetable”
They tried to give us hope, but they
thought that he would probably
spend the rest of his life strapped in
a wheelchair, blind, severely men-
tally disabled, on a ventilator, fed
through a feeding tube, in diapers,
unable to communicate love.

EEG’s showed very abnormal
brain activity. An MRI showed that
the brain had been injured from the
severe lack of oxygen.

At times I wondered if we
should have just stayed home and
never called 911. I worried that I
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had become Dr. Frankenstein and
had, through other people, ma-
nipulated James into life. I wor-
ried that he would be treated like
a monster.

In the situation we were in I
could either worry or I could hope.
I could fear or I could trust. We
had prayerfully decided to have a
homebirth and so I knew that we
were following God’s plan for our
lives. I didn’'t know where we would
end up, but I knew that I could not
live in the dark - I had to hope and
trust — I had to live in the Light.

So we prayed, and we asked

After 61 minutes
of being without a
pulse - just as the
doctors were pre-
pared to call time
of death - my son
came back to life

people to pray with us. Two days
after his birth 100 people, many
I barely knew, came to the Peoria
Diocese’s cathedral. In the church
where Fulton Sheen served Mass
and was later ordained, we had a
holy hour and Mass. As a group
we prayed for Sheen’s intercession:
Eternal Father, You alone grant
us every blessing in Heaven and
on earth, through the redemptive
mission of Your Divine Son, Jesus
Christ, and by the working of the
Holy Spirit. If it be according to Your
Will, glorify Your servant, Fulton J.
Sheen, by granting the favor I now
request through his prayerful inter-
cession — that James Fulton’s body
heals and functions normally and
that he is spared any brain dam-
age. I make this prayer confidently
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Friends told James story on
Facebook, in emails, on blogs, and to
their prayer groups, prayer chains,
Bible studies, family members, and
friends. People in Alaska, New York,
Mexico, Peru, Germany, Ireland,
and Canada prayed for my son, ask-
ing for Sheen’s intercession. Atheists
asked their believing friends to pray
for him. Classrooms of children in
Catholic schools throughout Illinois
recited the Sheen prayer every day.
Little children adopted him as their
main prayer intention. My dad be-
gan attending Mass again on a regu-
lar basis.

brain damage. The precautionary
g-tube was removed when he was
six months old. Now he rolls over,
crawls, cruises, and will walk soon.
He eats Cheerios, picking them up
with his thumb and pointer finger.
He squeals with laughter, plays
with blocks, steals toys from his
older siblings, and has scored in
the normal / age appropriate range
by his developmental and physical
therapist.

My family and I believe that
God brought James back from the
dead and healed his body. We be-
lieve that He did this through the

James Fulton Engstrom

And God answered the prayers.
Jesus Christ healed my son. The
Holy Spirit filled the hearts of His
faithful. And Sheen continued to
evangelize through his namesake
and my son. By the time he was a
tew days old his kidneys, liver, and
colon were all working. His leg was
healing. By a week he was breath-
ing without any assistance. His
blood pressure was good. He be-
gan eating by bottle. He was taken
off pain meds and started to inter-
act with me, his visitors, nurses,
and doctors. At seven weeks he
came home from the hospital. A
follow-up MRI showed no more

intercession of Archbishop Sheen.
We believe that God did this for the
same reason that he allowed Laza-
rus to die: “This sickness is not to
end in death, but for the glory of
God, so that the Son of God may be
glorified by it”

Today (2011) my son is one
year old. Thank you, Jesus, and
Happy Birthday, James Fulton! <

Bonnie Engstrom

Reprinted with permission. This
story originally appeared at
Ignitum Today. Bonnie’s blog, A
Knotted Life, can be found at
www.aknottedlife.com.
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cussed is birth control. The words are not very

proper, first of all, because those who believe
in it actually believe neither in birth nor in control.
Therefore, we shall never use the words again;
they are finished.

Peace be to you. The subject about to be dis-

We propose first to answer one or two objec-
tions or false philosophies about the subject of the
purpose of marriage.

The first is this: Married couples will often say,
“We cannot afford more children; therefore, we
have a right to fumble with the levers of life.” Those
who make a statement of this particular kind prob-
ably never think of the terrible principle that they
are enunciating.

Namely: the primacy of the economic over the
human.

Now just suppose one put that into practice in
other walks of life.

Suppose a family had five children but they had
enough money to buy only four hats. Do you think
they would be permitted or should be permitted to
cut off the head of a child in order to bring the eco-
nomic to the level of human and the human to the
level of the economic?

Suppose a husband says that he can no longer
support his wife. Ought he be entitled to shoot her?

What is forgotten here, in giving the primacy to
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Venerable Bishop
Fulton J. Sheen

on birth control

the economic, is that we receive blessings as we
put ourselves in the area of God'’s love. A waif on
the street does not receive food, clothing, and shel-
ter as a child in a family because that waif is outside
the environment of love. So too, to the extent that
we put ourselves outside of the environment and
area of God’s love, we exclude those divine assist-
ances that would otherwise come to us.

Those who put the primacy on the economic
are really not interested in saving or earning. They
are interested in spending, and it is that which dic-
tates the frustration of life. There’s a brood of idle
passions, and a desire for more credit and more
clothes and more selfishness, which dictates their
philosophy.

They believe that they are free, therefore, as
we said, to manipulate life apart from God'’s laws
because it is only Catholics that are bound by the
laws of fruitfulness of marriage. So they say that
Catholics are opposed to any frustration of human
life in marriage. That indeed is true.

But it must be remembered that those who are
not Catholics are no more free to violate God'’s nat-
ural law than anyone else. It just happens here that
the Church is defending a natural law. And because
we are about the only ones who are defending it,
there are some who are led into the error of believ-
ing that the opposition to the frustration of love is
purely and solely a Catholic doctrine.

We could conceivably reach a stage in the
world where Catholics alone might believe that 2
and 2 make 4, and that grass is green in the spring-
time. These are principles that belong in the natural
order. So is the principle that marriage is destined
to be fruitful.

Just suppose that a vast majority of people went
around with their eyes blindfolded and their ears
plugged up. We would very soon have a papal en-
cyclical which would oppose that. And the Church
would say, “It is not right to blindfold your eyes or
to plug up your ears. Does not reason, does not the
natural law tell you that the eyes were meant for
seeing and that the ears were made for hearing?
Therefore, you must allow these organs to work
out the function for which God created them.”
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There indeed would be many that would say
“Oh, the Catholic Church is opposed to eye control.
The Catholic Church is in opposition to ear con-
trol.” Certainly ! Because reason tells us why these
organs were made. So too, a husband and wife
were made in a certain way and God created male
and female in a certain way, and therefore these
organs are to be permitted to function according to
the way that God made them.

What are we going to make this world? A uni-
verse in which we pick up violins and bows and
never produce music? A universe in which sculp-
tors pick up chisels and never touch them to marble
in order to create a statue? Are we going to have
trees blooming, but never any fruit? Sign posts
that lead nowhere? Is life and love to be reduced
to a kind of epidermal content and contact without
any fruit or purpose?

But that is all negative. We must always take the
positive position. And on this particular subject of
the fruit of love we will describe and enunciate two
sublime teachings. One, love in marriage creates the
deepest kind of unity. And secondly, that deep unity
of love by its very nature tends to an incarnation.

We said that love creates the deepest kind of
unity of love. We might also say, by the way, that
this particular point that we are to develop proves
also that there is not to be union of sexes outside
marriage. Have you ever noticed that Scripture no-
where speaks of marriage in terms of sex, but al-
ways in terms of knowledge? Why is that?

Well, first of all, let us prove the point: In the
book of Genesis, for example, it says, “And now
Adam had knowledge of his wife Eve, and she con-
ceived.” He had knowledge of her.

“Most people today

want a religion which

suits the way they live,
rather than one

which makes

demands upon them.

Religion thus becomes

a luxery like an opera,

not a responsability
like life.”

Ven. Fulton J. Sheen

The angel Gabriel announced to the Blessed
Mother that she was chosen to be the mother of
our Blessed Lord, and she asked, “How can this be
since | have no knowledge of man?” Notice here
that there was no question of the ignorance of con-
ception, but of some deeper mystery.

St. Paul says, “Husbands possess your wives in
knowledge.” Why is marriage spoken of as know-
ledge? Well, for this reason: Because one of the
closest forms of unity in the natural order is that
which comes from knowledge. You look out on a
flower or a tree; you know these things. They enter
into your mind. There begins to be a unity, the clos-
est kind of unity in the natural order between the
knower and the thing which is known. You cannot
think of anything more close than the union of your
mind with that which you know.

MICHAEL is published in four languages
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So Sacred Scripture compares marriage to
knowledge, because marriage produces a unity
and it demands fidelity. When a man knows a
woman, there is a unity that is created between the
two that is like to the union of the mind and that
which is known. That unity is so close, so intim-
ate, that it may be used over and over again, but
it never again may be re-acquired. They are two
in one flesh. From that point on, there is nothing
that happens to a woman that does not happen to
the man that made her a woman. He made her a
woman; she made him a man.

Just as you are always indebted to the one
that gave you the knowledge about
Shakespeare, namely our Alma
Mater, so too one is always in-
debted to the one who created
that unity between the two. The
resulting psychic changes indeed
are great but they are great also in
the order of the body. The woman
can never again return to virginity;
the man cannot return to ignor-
ance. Something has happened
to make them one, and from that
oneness comes fidelity, so long as
either has a body. They can never
put themselves back into a state
that they had before.

Therefore, it is not just an ex-
perience; it is a bond that con-
tinues to exist as long as life itself.

Now, in married couples this
union is very deep, and that brings us now to our
second point — that all love tends toward an in-
carnation. Thus far, we have spoken of the love of
husband and wife creating a deep bond of unity, a
unity of love. Now we want to show that this love
naturally tends to diffuse itself.

Everything that is good diffuses itself. The
sun is good; it diffuses itself in light and heat. The
flower is good; it diffuses itself in perfume. Animals
are good; they diffuse themselves in the genera-
tion of their kind. Man is good; his mind is good;
his mind diffuses itself in thoughts. God is good.
God diffuses himself not only in creation. From all
eternity, God has an eternal Son. The source of all
generation is in love.

Let not, therefore, husband and wife be told that
procreation is in imitation of the beasts of the field.
It is rather in imitation of God who from all eternity
has an eternal Son, the Son to whom he can say
in the agelessness of eternity, “Thou art my Son.
This day have | begotten thee.” This day, without
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“The mutual
self-giving
of husband
and wife
ends in
self-recovery
...Wwhich is
the child.”

beginning or end. Now this power of generation,
which is eternal in the Godhead, is communicated
to man’s mind, it is communicated to the body of a
husband and to the body of a wife.

God said, “Shall | make others bring forth chil-
dren and myself be barren?” Therefore, the power
of generation is not a push from below, it is a gift
from above. Not only do we find therefore that the
motive power of begetting children is in the Trin-
ity, but it is also in the Incarnation because all love
ends in an incarnation — even God’s. God so loved
man, He became enfleshed in the human nature.

What is our Blessed Lord but God’s love in-
carnate? God’s love walking this
earth in form and habit of man.

You see how beautiful love is?

If one could give a definition of
love in the light of the Trinity and
the Incarnation, it might be that
love is mutual self-giving which
ends in self-recovery. It is mutual
self-giving because no one is good
unless he gives. But if love were
just mutual self-giving, it could
end in exhaustion. Therefore, love
is a mutual self-giving which ends
in self-recovery.

In the Trinity, there is the giving
of the Father to the Son, and of the
Son to the Holy Spirit, and there is
the self-recovery in the sense that

the Holy Spirit is the bond which
unites Father and Son...the unity of love.

So too it is with husband and wife. There is the
mutual self-giving of husband and wife and that
mutual self-giving ends in self-recovery...which is
the child.

The thrill of a farmer as he sees a grain of wheat
he planted coming into life; the joy at seeing a gera-
nium bud in that tin full of earth on the tenement
window sill; the ecstasy of a saint at seeing a sinner
dead in sin responding to prayer and beginning to
live life: all these are earth’s witnesses to the inher-
ent happiness that comes to anyone who sees life
springing and sprouting or a-borning.

Love does not mean just the joy to possess. It
means the will to see a new life born of that love,
to see someone created in one’s own image. And
what is the child? The child becomes the bond of
union between husband and wife. The child unveils
fatherhood in the husband and motherhood in the
wife.
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There is a new
relationship created.
Not only did the father
make his wife a moth-
er, but the child made
him a father. See, love
becomes a kind of an
ascension from the
sense plane, and goes
back again to God.
Children are almost
like beads in a rosary,
binding together the
love of husband and
wife.

Love always de-
mands something un-
revealed; it flourishes
only in mystery. No one ever wants to hear a singer
hit her highest note; nor to hear an orator carry
passion to tatters, to very rags. One never wants
to see the infinite denied or life’s urge stilled or a
passion bloodied. One wants to see an unfolding,
an enrichment, an enfleshment of love.

And that is what happens in marriage when
there are children. One distinct mystery after an-
other is unfolded. There is the unfolding of the
mystery of the body. Then there begins to be the
unfolding of a new mystery, the mystery of mother-
hood and the mystery of fatherhood. Then when
the children have to be trained, there comes the
mystery of father-craft and mother-craft.

New areas of exploration are opened up.
There's never dullness. Indeed, the husband after a
time can become dull to the wife and the wife to the
husband. But, when the children are born...the first
boy...Well, he begins to be the new life of the hus-
band all over again. The wife becomes very pretty
once more. The daughter... As each child is born
they bind together husband and wife as a reflection
of the binding love of the Holy Spirit. And because
each child has a soul to save, there becomes an
awakening of sweet responsiveness.

As Kahlil Gibran wrote when he spoke of chil-
dren, he said: “Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of life’s longing
for itself. They come through you, but not from
you. And though they are with you, yet they be-
long not to you. You may give them your love but
not your soul, for they have their own souls. You
may house their bodies, but not their souls. For
their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow that you
cannot visit even in your dreams. You make strive
to be like them but seek not to make them like you,
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for life goes not backwards nor tar-
ries with yesterday.

“You are the bows from which
your children as living arrows are
sent forth. The archer sees the mark
upon the path of the infinite and he
bends you with his might, that his
arrows might go swift and far. The
archer sees the mark upon the path
of the infinite. Let your bending in
the archer’s hand be for gladness,
for even as he loves the arrow that
flies, so he loves also the bow that
is stable.”

And that is the story of life. God
sets up the target, you are the bow,
and you children are the arrows. You
have a messianic mission. In your
life, you represent the conquest of love over the
ego. You symbolize the defeat of your selfishness,
and represent the victory of charity. Every child
begets sacrifice, tends toward an incarnation, and
every child becomes for you a pledge of your own
salvation. How happy you will be on judgment day
when God says, “Your love has borne fruit.”

If God did not bless you with children, in any
case you can also rejoice that you've never buried
love in a napkin. You sent it back again to God, from
which it came. <
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Progress in Production

To whose profit is it? Whom does it benefit?
Does it profit everybody or only a few? Does
it punish some while rewarding others?

Why progress? What is it supposed to bring?

In these questions we are speaking of technologic-
al progress. We are speaking about the means, the
procedures used in production. We are speaking of
that progress which permits the production of more
goods in the same number of hours; to accomplish
the same number of operations in less time; or to
accomplish more operations in the same time.

For whom is progress? Whom does it serve?

Such progress certainly exists. Every day we
hear of some new machine which will now do the
work of ten men or fifty men, or even more.

What results from this progress? What are its
effects upon you, myself, upon your neighbor and
mine, upon families and individuals ?

To “Save Work”

Automation is becoming very real, and quite
general these days. It is the latest and biggest step
in the march towards the replacement of men by
machines. Tools are constantly being refined and
perfected, and with these tools, new and fantastic
machines are made which aid enormously in pro-
duction. Automation gives us machines which work
by themselves, obeying the commands of a few
men stationed before control boards and pressing
buttons, while the finished goods pour forth from
these robot-like inventions.

Electronics, the new science of yesterday, is
commonplace in today’s industry. It is replacing
men on all sides. In the coming decades, there is
no doubt that, if it is permitted to do so, it will en-
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Progress
for Whom and Why?

by Louis Even

tirely replace human labor, while tripling and quad-
rupling production of all materials.

This is considered progress, that is, if progress
consists in freeing man from devoting time to ma-
terial production. This is what man has always
longed for and is the goal to which scientists and
inventors apply themselves.

We call such inventions, "labor-saving" devices
and, in fact, this is just what they are. They save
men much labor.

Everyone wishes to save time and labor. But,
and this is a very strange thing in view of our last
remark, let someone invent a machine which will
save some men work and give them leisure time,
and ask yourself, will these men rejoice? No, not
at all. Instead, they will loudly bewail the fact that
they have been put out of work and forced into
unsought leisure.

It would seem that, in spite of man's aspira-
tions for more leisure time and less work, progress,
which enables this, has its less pleasant aspects.
Why?

An Idiotic Proposal

Let us take, for example, a woman who has a
large house to look after. She must spend most of
her time doing this work because she does not have
a maid; nor does she enjoy the benefits of mechan-
ical contrivances to help her. If we say to her:

"Madam, we see that you are required to sweep
the house with this crude broom made of straw; you
must do all your sewing and mending with needle
and thread by hand; when you want to wash the
family clothing you have to make do with a tin tub,
a scrub board (this was written in 1955) and lots of
elbow grease. Now, we are going to do away with
all of this. You are, from now on, going to clean the
floor with a new electric vacuum cleaner. You will
do all your sewing and mending with this fine elec-
tric sewing machine. And here is a beautiful elec-
tric washing machine and a dryer with which to do
the laundry. Now, this is going to save you a great
deal of time, is it not? Very welll To safeguard the
principle of universal and full employment, which
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is so sacred and inviolable in our society, we must
thus keep you occupied with other things. So from
now on, the time that you have saved in sweep-
ing, sewing and washing for yourself, you will, in-
stead spend in doing tasks for your neighbors, or
by working in a factory — preferably one making
munitions or arms for war.”

What do you think that lady will say? She will
probably sum up all that ought to be said in one
word: "idiotic!"

And yet, this is what our modem society has
been doing, more or less, ever since the arrival of
new machines with their improved techniques and
automation. This improvement has made it pos-
sible for the production line to put out more and
more goods with less and less labor from the hu-
man element.

In order to compensate for the "time saved',
the program of production has been increased
and everyone is informed, in no uncertain terms,
that if they do not participate in some way in this
expanded program, they will have no share in the
goods which are flowing forth more rapidly than
they ever did until now.

— But, you will say, is this not a cause for rejoi-
cing in the fact that the program of production can
be increased? There will now be more goods at the
disposal of consumers.

— Yes, up to a certain point — as long as there
are still the usual needs that exist, and that they have
not yet been filled. But if this expanded program of
production is conditioned by the creation of needs
which are either unnecessary or even downright
harmful, we are being driven into pure materialism.
We are being driven to a desperate scrambling for
new production and the acquisition of new prod-
ucts, when we should be profiting from this new,
increased leisure granted to us by progress, to de-
velop our minds and characters and to devote our-
selves to pursuits of our own choosing.

A Short Lesson of an Arabian Sage

During the course of a conference which was
given to a society of women engineers in London,
England, on July 19, 1938, by the Scottish engin-
eer, Major C. H. Douglas, founder of Social Credit,
he told the following story, which had been making
the rounds in the Royal Air Force:

One day, a very competent and efficient air
force pilot, who was stationed at Suez, was sent
on a special mission to a sheik who dwelt in a quite
remote spot in the interior of the continent. The trip
only took the pilot about 30 hours, but one of the
purposes of his mission was to impress upon the
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sheik a demonstration of the efficiency of European
techniques. The young pilot went to considerable
pains conveying to the sheik that the trip from Suez
by plane had taken him only 30 hours, whereas, if
he had trekked in on the back of a camel, he would
have been lucky to have completed the trip in six
weeks. He concluded, therefore, that through mod-
ern travel methods, he had saved six weeks of time.

The sheik replied to this demonstration with the
simple question: "What are you going to do with
the six weeks?”

There is quite a lesson in this question. What
is our modern world doing with all the time saved
by the immense number of labor-saving devices
which have been introduced into production?

Victim Instead of Beneficiary

Supposing you worked in a factory. A machine
is installed which will now do the work formerly
done by you. You are given a holiday. What are you
going to do with the free time now at your disposal ?

What are you going to do? You are going to
join the ranks of unemployed. You will go home to
your family, greatly troubled in mind and heart, and
they too will be plunged into gloom. You are now
going to have to live off of a fraction of your former
revenue. You will have to cut everywhere in an en-
deavor to practice the strictest economy. And when
the time comes that you have exhausted your un-
employment insurance, you will have nothing at all
left. Your life will be a daily torture. As a result of
your forced idleness, you will be faced with your
family’s needs, and you will tear your hair out in
agony, as you long for the day when you can finally
persuade someone to hire you back.

The progress which has liberated you from
labor, has been a malediction for you. A provoca-
tion of newly created needs, a sudden demand for
armaments, some happy destruction of goods or
utilities, or a misfortune to befall someone, making
you necessary to take their place — surely, you will
look upon any one of these as a benediction from
Providence.

The woman to whom you have offered all the
electrical contrivances, so that she may be em-
ployed elsewhere by someone else, will most cer-
tainly not appreciate your proposition. She will tell
you instead, "I want nothing of such a program!”
She will determine that, if she can now do her work
in four hours instead of ten, then she ought to be
free to employ the six hours that she has gained, in
occupations of her own choosing. Instead of go-
ing to sweep and clean for the neighbors, she will

have no trouble in finding ways in which to spend P
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P the time that she has gained, both profitably and

agreeably, for herself and for those close to her. (Al-
ways excepting the case, more or less general
in our times, where the woman is obligated to take
up employment outside her home in order to pay
for the appliances which have saved her so much
time at home!)

If she finds this proposition idiotic it is because
the proposal is, in fact, idiotic. She knows that she
is in no way obligated to accept such a proposition
because she does not need it in order to survive.
She still retains the freedom of choice. The salar-
ied worker, on the other hand, who has no other
source of income outside of his paycheck, has no
such freedom of choice. When a machine replaces
him, he has no other alternative but to find work
elsewhere or, in failing to do so, go hungry along
with his family.

To the man working for a wage or salary,
progress does not appear beneficial. For him,
progress only makes his position in regard to em-
ployment, all the more precarious. The fact that
he is somewhat older, that other employers also
have installed machines, that they have sufficient
staff, etc., can only guarantee him a cold welcome
when he goes around seeking other employment.
What should he do? Try to get along without
eating until he reaches an age where he will be
eligible a miserable pittance of old-age pension?
And what about his family?

Who is it that sets up these regulations which
have resulted in such a sorry plight for this individ-
ual? Who keeps such regulations active? Who is
responsible for a system that brings so much mis-
ery down upon so many, and in an age when man
is capable of incredible inventions that multiply,
over and over again, the flood of goods, products
and services, which are more than sufficient for
all men living today? And all this, without the em-
ployment of even a small percentage of the human
labor available.

A Common Heritage

Progress is not the result of one individual’s ef-
forts — nor of one generation's work. Today's gen-
eration did not start from zero. The men of today
did not have to start from scratch — not even the
most brilliant minds of our era. Progress is for hu-
manity what a farm is to a family that has held on
to it for many generations — something that was
started by the first members and has since been
improved and made more valuable and more use-
ful by each generation that came along, right down
to the members of today who enjoy a farm that is
much easier to work and is worth immeasurably
more than it was when the first sod was broken by
the original settlers.

Progress is a common heritage. It is a com-
mon good, something owned by all men and con-
sequently, all should profit from it. But this progress
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Progress, in the measure that it eliminates the necessity of human intervention in the
maintenance and increase of flow of production, can only make victims of the citizens.
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cannot profit everyone as long as the conditions
necessary for sharing in its benefits remain as they
are today. Where everyone is required to personally
contribute their efforts to this production. Progress,
under such conditions, in the measure that it elim-
inates the necessity of human intervention in the
maintenance and increase of flow of production,
can only make victims of the citizens.

Progress vs. Full Employment

Obviously, there is a contradiction between
the progress which replaces the work of men with
the work of machines, and the policy which calls
for full employment. The inventor sets himself to
work and is duly rewarded, for being able to dimin-
ish the need for men in a field of production. On the
other hand, the policy of full employment requires
that every man capable of working should be set to
work in the field of production.

Progress is something that is in conformity
with the natural aspirations of all men. Full employ-
ment is only made necessary by the financial regu-
lations which govern the distribution of production.

The Proper Function of Industry

Industry has as its goal the furnishing of prod-
ucts of the best quality possible, in sufficient quan-
tity and with the least possible expenditure of
material and energy (human energy, or energy sup-
plied by the forces of nature). When it achieves this
result, it has reached its goal and has accomplished
its proper function to perfection.

Industry’s goal should never be to provide em-
ployment for men. Its goal is to provide men prod-
ucts. The more goods and products it offers, with
the least possible use of employment, the more
perfect it is.

It is reaching this ideal. Each day sees produc-
tion producing more and more and needing less
and less manpower. But for this, the industry is be-
ing condemned. A great cry goes up against pri-
vate industry, not because it is incapable of sup-
plying all the goods needed by men, but because it
does not supply employment to everyone capable
of working.

Such condemnation is absurd. Absurd be-
cause it disregards, or turns a blind eye to, the true
goal of industry; to supply goods — nothing else.

The Fault is in the Financial System

It is obvious then that, as long as it remains
necessary to have purchasing power in order to
procure the goods put on the market by agricul-
ture and industry; and as long as it remains neces-
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sary to be employed in order to get this purchas-
ing power, then the battle will continue between
progress, which dis-employs men, and the policy
of full employment, which is devised as the means
of obtaining the purchasing power.

But in getting down to the real heart of the
problem, we find that we are getting away from
reality — of goods produced for man’s needs. We
find ourselves preoccupied with money and fi-
nance, which, in the ultimate analysis, are not true
realities. Money is nothing more than a symbol
representing the goods; it is a conventional sign,
accepted by all, which was instituted primarily to
facilitate the movement and distribution of the real
wealth, namely, the goods and services necessary
to meet man’s needs.

In our world of progress in the field of produc-
tion, this financial system is no longer adequate to
live up to its original role.

Finance, which is not a reality, has unjustly
usurped the role of dictating to the realities. If cer-
tain distinguished men in the field of business re-
fuse to admit this, then let them give answers to
these two questions:

Why are there financial problems when there
are no problems of production. (There is not a pub-
lic body which is not familiar with this situation.)

Why are there financial obstacles to the distri-
bution of products, when there exists a plethora of
physical means for distributing them?

Natural Fruit of Progress: Leisure

Since the first result

of progress is to replace

' or diminish the neces-

sity of human labour,

the first fruit of progress

/ should be to give men

Z more free time. We say

‘ "free time” in the true

sense of the words.

Not the enforced idleness of unemployment as

we know it today, with all the misery and heart-

ache which accompany it. Man should enjoy free

time without losing his right to a proper share in

the fruits of progress. The products of the machine,

which are the fruits of progress, are the common

heritage of men, the common good of all society
and of all individuals.

Such free time is called "leisure". Unfortunately,
this word is often confused, deliberately or other-
wise, with laziness, dissipation or idleness.

True leisure is freedom from enforced occupa-
tion; from work that is not of one's choice. A free- | 2
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p dom which allows the individ-
ual to deliver himself to the
works and occupations of his
own choosing; material, cul-
tural, or spiritual.

We do not speak here,
either, of commercialized lei-
sure; where one's purchasing
power is squandered without
any return for the individual.
Nor are we speaking for those
various kinds of collectivized
leisure; where the individual
is only one of many. We are
thinking of leisure in one's
own home. We are thinking
of the various most profitable
and pleasurable ways one
can be occupied, where the
individual is supreme, where
the individual chooses, discriminates, assimilates
and makes part of himself, those pursuits which
leisure has given him the opportunity of following.
(Unfortunately today, the pursuit of leisure occupa-
tions in one's own home is not always easy since,
in most cases, one does not own this own home.)

Leisure time is the time that one can use in pur-
suing, what is considered a treasure for oneself
particularly. Not something that everyone follows
as a matter of fashion, habit, or even mindlessly,
like unthinking sheep. For one, it might be the
beautifying and embellishment of their surround-
ings. For another, the enrichment of the mind. For
a third, it might be a combination of both. For a
fourth, it might be social works, or works of educa-
tion. For a fifth, it might be the production of things
needed for less developed countries. The very di-
versity and multiplicity of possible fields is a proof
of the richness of society in activities meant to be
followed in leisure time.

A Financial Change is Necessary

That such conditions prevail, make it obviously
necessary that the financial problem be overcome,
to the same extent that the production problem has
to be conquered. It becomes necessary that, as
progress liberates men from the necessity of work-
ing at production, a source of revenue, not linked
in any way whatsoever with employment, be made
available to each and every citizen. Each and every
citizen is a co-heir in the common capital, which
is progress; handed down from generation to gen-
eration. A source of income not linked to employ-
ment is called a “'dividend”. This dividend will be
for every citizen, since it results from the great
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In getting down
to the
real heart
of the problem,
we find that
we are
getting away
from reality —
of goods
produced

for man’s needs.

common capital which all have
inherited and which we call
“progress”. Those who wiill
continue to work in produc-
tion will, of course, continue to
receive, apart from the a divi-
dend, remuneration for their
efforts in the form of salaries
and wages.

Such a dividend will have
no adverse affects on the prin-
ciple of private property or
private enterprise. There is no
need for collectivizing or na-
tionalizing. It will be sufficient
to correct the financial system
and set it on the right track, to
perform the function which is
proper and natural to it; the

automatic financing of that pro-
duction which is necessary to meet the existing
needs. A social sharing of the rights to production.
Not in the spirit of “equal parts for-everyone”, as
prescribed by some Socialistic systems, but rather,
a sharing which will leave out no one and will con-
tinue providing for the basic needs of all. As pro-
duction advances, it will not impose humiliating,
unnecessary and useless rules and regulations.

Through Social Credit

Such a practicable and realizable system has
been proposed under the name of Social Credit.
The establishment of Social Credit will not, of
course, result in miracles but it would remove the
purely financial obstacle, which stand in the way
of realizing so many of the natural and legitimate
desires of man.

Social Credit will not change the nature of
man. It will not take the place of religion or educa-
tion. But it will permit the exercise of religion and
the formation by education with greater efficacy,
without the obstacles of today’s finance.

With the exception of war, because of the de-
struction it brings, and the necessity for repairs
and rebuilding in every sphere and on a universal
scale, providing man with the needed means to
survive. The contradiction between full employ-
ment on the one hand, and progress on the other,
becomes sharper and sharper in the measure that
the latter becomes more and more predominant
in society.

It is becoming increasingly evident in our day
that, through the sheer, never ceasing pressure
exerted by automation, the perfecting of tech-
niques of production, the wonders that are con-
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stantly flowing forth from the laboratories of pure
research and the applications of the principles re-
sulting from such research, the time is not far off
when society will be obliged to seek some gener-
al method of distributing to individuals a revenue
which is in no way tied up with employment in the
field of production.

But why wait until we are on the brink of univer-
sal catastrophe, or universal chaos before seeking a
method? Today, as in the past, multitudes of individ-
uals and families have passed a great part of their
lives in misery and anguish for lack of such a rev-
enue. How many homes, acquired and maintained at
the expenditure of much money and toil, have been
lost for lack of such a measure! Are men to be de-
graded to the level of animals, and driven to act like
wild beasts, before those charged with the care of so-
ciety are driven to adopt and realize such a principle?

Social Credit would take the situation where it's
at. It would at once, abolish the financial paralysis
which renders impossible, the production of those
things which we are physically capable of realizing.
It would immediately set in motion a system of finan-
cing distribution, based on the facts of the economy,
which would keep the fruits of production flowing
forth to the consumer, to permit progress to liberate
man more and more from the necessity of human
labor, while making it easier for him to procure of the
goods in order to meet his needs.

No other formula besides that of Social Credit
has presented to the world a means for thus dis-
tributing to man, to all men, the natural fruits of
progress in the technical methods and procedures
of production. <«

Louis Even

Have you read
your MICHAEL
Journal yet?

L4 » "
Www.michaeljournal.org .

The Rosary of the
Seven Sorrows
of the Virgin Mary

as taught by the Blessed Mother
in Kibeho, Africa

Introductory prayer:

My God, | offer you this Rosary for Your
Glory, so that | can honor Your Holy Mother,
the Blessed Virgin, so | can share and
meditateupon her suffering. | humbly beg
You to give true repentance for all my sins.
Give me wisdom and humility so that | may
receive all the indulgences contained in this
prayer.

Act of contrition:

O my God, | am heartily sorry for hav-
ing offended Thee, and | detest all my sins,
because | dread the loss of heaven and the
pains of hell, but most of all because they
offendThee, my God, Who art all good and
deserving of all my love. | firmly resolve,
with the help of Thy grace to confess my
sins, to do penance, and to amend my life.
Amen.

Three “Hail Marys” are said in honor of the
Tears of Our Sorrowful Mother.

1. The prophecy of Simeon (Lk 2:22-35)
- One Our Father

- Seven Hail Marys

- “Most merciful Mother, remind us always
about the sorrows of your Son, Jesus.”

2. The flight into Egypt (Mt 2:13-15)

3. The loss of Jesus in the Temple (Lk
2:41-51)

4.Mary meets Jesus on the Way to Cal-
vary (Lk 23:27-31)

5.Mary stands at the foot of the Cross
(Jn 19:25-27)

6.Mary receives the dead body of Jesus
(Jn 19:38-40)
7. Jesus is laid in the tomb (Jn 19:41-42)

Closing prayer:

Queen of Martyrs, your heart suffered
so much. | beg you by the merits of the
tears you shed in these terrible and sor-
rowful times, to obtain for me and all the
sinners of the world, the grace of complete
sincerity and repentance. Amen.

Mary, who was conceived without sin
and who suffered for us, pray for us. (3x)
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The Incredible Conversion Story
of Claude Newman

Through the Intercession of the Miraculous Medal

by Anne Marie Jacques

sas, on December 1, 1923, of African-Amer-

ican parents, Willie and Floretta (Young)
Newman. At a young age and for unknown
reasons, Claude’s father took him and his older
brother away
from their mother
and brought them
to Mississippi
to live with their
grandmother, EI-
len Newman, who
had only recently
been remarried
to a man named
Sid Cooke. They
lived on a very
large plantation in
Bovina where Sid
was employed.
Claude too was
hired to work
there as a farm-
hand.

Sid Cooke was
a violently abu-
sive man, espe-
cially towards
Claude’s grand-
mother. This an-
gered Claude very
much and as the
abuses continued and
increased in violence,
Claude’s grandmother
finally had to separate from Sid Cooke. Claude
remained deeply angered by this treatment of his
grandmother and on the night of December 19,
1942, egged on by a fellow co-worker, Claude lay
waiting for Sid outside his cabin. When Sid ar-
rived, Claude shot and killed him, and after steal-
ing his money, fled to Arkansas to the home of his
mother. He was apprehended there in January of
1943 and was returned to Mississippi where he
stood trial and was found guilty of murder. He
was sentenced to die in the electric chair the fol-
lowing year.

Claude Newman was born in Stuttgart, Arkan-
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O Mary conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to Thee!

In prison Claude shared a cellblock with four
other prisoners. One of the men was a Catholic
and Claude had noticed a medal that he wore
around his neck. When Claude asked him what
the medal represented, the other prisoner be-
came embarrassed.
He removed the
medal and threw it
at Claude saying,
“Here, you can
have it!” It was the
medal of the Im-
maculate Concep-
tion, also known
as the Miraculous
Medal.

Claude did not
know what the
medal represented,
but intrigued by it,
he began wearing
it around his own
neck. One night
as he lay sleeping
on his cot, he felt
someone touch his
arm. Looking up he
beheld “the most
beautiful woman
that God ever cre-
ated” standing
there, looking down
at him! She said to
him, “If you would
like me to be your Mother, and you would like
to be my child, send for a priest of the Catholic
Church.” Then she disappeared. At first Claude
was frightened, thinking he had seen a ghost. He
asked the prison guards if he could see a Catholic
priest.

Painting by Brother Claude Lane, OSB, Mount Angel Abbey

The next morning they brought in Fr. Rob-
ert O’'Leary from a nearby parish. He listened to
Claude’s account of the happenings during the
night and was deeply impressed by Claude’s sin-
cerity. Realizing that he knew practically nothing
about religion or Christianity, Fr. O’Leary offered
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religious instruction to him and returned the next
morning to begin teaching all five men in his cell-
block about the Catholic Faith. It was then that he
also realized that Claude had never had any kind
of formal instruction. He could neither read nor
write and could only tell if a book was right side
up if there were pictures in it!

Fr. O’Leary obtained permission to
have two of the religious sisters from
his parish accompany him into the
prison. Together they worked pa-
tiently to instruct these men on
the most basic teachings of the
Church. Claude was a very will-
ing and eager student, “absorb-
ing” all he could about the faith.
One day Father announced
to them that he was going to
teach them about a very im-
portant Sacrament, Confession.
Claude said to him, “Oh, | know
about that! The Lady told me
that when we go to confession
we are kneeling down not before
a priest, but we're kneeling down
by the Cross of Her Son. And that
when we are truly sorry for our sins,
and we confess our sins, the Blood He
shed flows down over us and washes us
free from all sins.”

Father O’Leary and the sisters
were stunned! “Then you have
seen her again, Claude?” Father
asked. Claude asked to speak
privately with the priest for he |
had this message for him. “She
told me that if you doubted me
or showed hesitancy, | was to
remind you, that lying in a ditch
in Holland in 1940, you made
a vow to Her which She’s still
waiting for you to keep, ...[to]
build a church in honor of Our
Lady’s Immaculate Conception.”

This revelation convinced Fr.

O’Leary entirely that Claude was tell-

ing the truth; he had never revealed

this vow to anyone! (Fr. O’Leary did ful-

fill this vow. He was transferred to Clarksdale,
Mississippi, in 1945, where a delegation of Af-
rican-American Catholic laymen came to him to
ask to have a church built there for them. The
Bishop of Natchez, Mississippi, had been sent
$5000 by Archbishop Cushing of Boston for the
“Negro Missions”, and together with the bishop,
Father O’Leary commissioned the building of the
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Church of the Immaculate Conception in 1947. It
still stands there today.)

About a week later Fr. O'Leary, accompanied
by the Sisters, was teaching the men about Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament. Claude asked Father if
he could tell everyone what Our Lady had taught

him about the Holy Eucharist. Encouraged by
Father, Claude related, “The Lady told me
that in Communion, | will only see what
looks like a piece of bread. But she
told me that It is really and truly her
Son, and that He will be with me
just as He was with her before
He was born in Bethlehem. She
told me that | should spend my
time like she did during her life-
time with Him, in loving Him,
adoring Him, thanking Him,
praising Him and asking Him
for blessings. | shouldn’t be
distracted or bothered by any-
body else or anything else, but |
should spend those few minutes
in my thoughts alone with Him.” It
was decided that Claude was more
than ready to be received into the
Catholic Faith, so on January 16, 1944
he was baptized, Claude Jude, by Fr. O’
Leary.

Claude’s execution had been
scheduled for January 20, only four
days after his baptism. Fr. O’Leary

came on that day to give him Holy

Communion. After receiving the

Blessed Sacrament, as he knelt

with the priest giving thanks to
God, the sheriff rushed in to an-
nounce that he had received
a two-week reprieve from the
governor; his execution had
been postponed! Instead of be-
ing happy, Claude was devastat-
ed. He had been preparing all this
time for the day when he would be
( joined with his heavenly mother for
5 all eternity. Why was God allowing
that moment to be postponed?

Consoling him, Fr. O’Leary had an in-
spiration. He encouraged Claude to offer every
moment that he suffered in separation from Our
Blessed Lady as a sacrifice for a fellow prisoner
who was also sentenced to die. This prisoner,
James Hughes, had been raised a Catholic but
now he rejected anything relating to God or reli-
gion. Fr. O’Leary related that, “This man was the
filthiest, most immoral person | had ever come p-
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D across. His hatred for God and for everything
spiritual defied description.” What's more, during
their time in prison together, James Hughes had
developed a keen hatred for Claude. It was with a

truly generous heart that Claude
accepted to offer his own dis-
appointment that this man might
not be separated from God for
all eternity.

Claude’s execution took
place on February 4, 1944. Fr.
O’Leary testified, “/'ve never
seen anyone go to his death as
joyfully and happily. Even the
official witnesses and the news-
paper reporters were amazed.
They said they couldnt under-
stand how anyone could go and
sit in the electric chair while at
the same time actually beaming
with happiness.”

The execution of James
Hughes was scheduled for May
19, 1944, three months after that
of Claude Newman. On that day

Fr. O'Leary was called in, as it was the law in

Mississippi at that time to have a clergyman
present for all executions. After Hughes was
strapped to the electric chair the sheriff asked him
if he had any last words. Hughes began blasphem-
ing, then stopped suddenly and screamed in ter-
ror. With a look of complete horror on his face he
called out, “Sheriff, get me a priest!” Fr. O'Leary
had been hidden behind some reporters so as not

Make sure MICHAEL moves with you!

If you have just moved or are about to
move, it is very important to send us your
new address. In failing to do so, the post of-
fice returns your MICHAEL Journal to our of-
fice and we are charged a fee for each journal

returned.

“If you would
like me to be
your Mother,
and you would
like to be
my child,
send for
a priest of the
Catholic Church.”

to provoke the condemned man, but now he came
forward. The room was cleared and Hughes made
a sincere and holy confession. When the Sheriff

returned, he asked Hughes, “Son,

what changed your mind?” The
prisoner responded, “Remem-
ber that black man, Claude - the
one whom | hated so much?
Well he’s standing there [and
he pointed], over in that corner.
And behind him with one hand
on each shoulder is the Blessed
Virgin Mary. And Claude said to
me, ‘I offered my death in union
with Christ on the Cross, for your
salvation. She has obtained for
you this gift of seeing your place
in Hell if you do not repent.” |
have been shown my place in
Hell, and that’s why | screamed.”
James Hughes was therefore
converted in the last moments of
his life. It was through the power-

ful intercession of the Blessed Vir-

for the salvation of souls. <

gin Mary, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, that
Fr. O’'Leary was able to teach Claude the value of
uniting his suffering to that of Christ on the cross

K/

(The information presented here comes from
a tape recording of a radio show interview of Father
Robert O’Leary, SVD (1911-1984), who came to know
Claude very well during his imprisonment. http://www.

mysticsofthechurch.com/2011/12/miraculous-story-of-
claude-newman-his.html#sthash.NGf563Ug.dpuf)

Three books on Social Credit

iThe Social/Credit]
:
Fexplaingalin 10,

From Debt to

To study the cause of the present financial
crisis, we offer these books on Social Credit at a
special price (shipping included):

Social Credit in 10 lessons:
In this Age of Plenty:

$12.00
$25.00

Proserity: $10.00
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by Yves Jacques

Pope Francis recently said,
and | paraphrase, “If you want
to encounter Christ you need to
put your hands into His wounds,
through service to the poor.”

hen | heard these
words, | began viewing
my own apostolate in a

very different light. | began see-
ing the people whom | encoun-
tered with much more compas-
sion, realizing the great love that
Jesus has for each one of them.
Though | knock on the doors of
people that | do not know per-
sonally, | understand that God
knows them and that He loves
each one of them infinitely. Be-
cause of this, | can cooperate
more readily with God in bring-
ing His message of love and
peace to all of them. | can live the
joy of the Gospel, while letting
God lead me to the people He
desires for me to meet, through
the inspirations of the Holy Spirit
and accompanied by Mary, His
Holy Mother.

Quoting Pope Francis again,
‘A true missionary, who never
ceases to be a disciple, knows
that Jesus walks with him,
speaks to him, breathes with
him, works with him. He senses
Jesus alive with him in the midst
of the missionary enterprise. Un-
less we see him present at the
heart of our missionary com-
mitment, our enthusiasm soon
wanes and we are no longer sure
of what it is that we are handing
on; we lack vigor and passion.
A person who is not convinced,
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enthusiastic, certain and in love,
will convince nobody.”’

Door-to-Door Apostolate

As Pilgrims of St. Michael,
part of our ministry consists in
a door-to-door apostolate of
evangelization to bring the Ros-
ary into the homes. Though this
idea may seem foreign to us as
Catholics here in America, it is
not a new idea. The Pilgrims of
St. Michael in Canada have been
visiting families in this way for
the past forty-six years. In the
beginning, most families were
already praying the Rosary, or
were at least familiar with this
devotion. The purpose of the
visit, therefore, was to encour-
age families to continue in this
practice, or to begin praying the
Rosary, if they were not already
doing so. Our Blessed Lady at
Fatima, Portugal in 1917, had
warned, “You must recite the
Rosary every day in honor of
Our Lady of the Rosary to obtain
peace for the world and the end

1.EVANGELII GAUDIUM (266)
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The New Evangelization
with Our Lady’s Rosary in Hand

of the war for only she can ob-
tain this.”?

The Rosary Crusade has
become a very special means
of “reaching out” to our broth-
ers and sisters. This visit of the
Pilgrims of St. Michael into the
homes is a part of the New Evan-
gelization as spoken of by Pope
St. John Paul Il. It offers an op-
portunity to individuals to know
about God's great love for them
and, though the methods for do-
ing this apostolate have changed
over the years, the end result is a
return to the faith for many. The
mission of reaching out to our
brothers and sisters was given to
all Christians by Christ Himself.
Just before ascending into Heav-
en on Ascension Thursday when
He said to those gathered with
Him, “..Go ye into the whole
world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.” (Mark 16:15)

In a recent door-to-door ex-
perience, | had the pleasure of
working with the editor of our
Spanish edition of the MICHAEL-
Magazine, San Miguel. Because >
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Go ye into the whole world, and preach the gospel to every creature. (Mark 16:15)

Carlos Reyes is fluent in Spanish,
we chose to work in a section of
our area where there are many
Hispanic families. For the most
part, these beautiful people are
“Catholic by culture”, which is
to say that, sadly enough, many
have never been well catechized
in the Faith. For the most part
though, they are familiar with
many of the beautiful Catholic
Marian devotions and therefore
it was not difficult for them to ac-
cept to pray with us. We recited
a decade of the Rosary in almost
every home that we visited on
that day and they were all over-
joyed with our visit, and so happy
to pray with us. Carlos was able
to explain to them our work and
it was in speaking with them
that we soon realized that many
of them (and almost all of their
children), had never received the
sacrament of Baptism. This was,
therefore, an opportunity to ex-
plain to them the importance of
this Sacrament.

In the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church we read, “The Lord
himself affirms that Baptism is
necessary for salvation. He also
commands his disciples to pro-
claim the Gospel to all nations
and to baptize them. Baptism is
necessary for salvation for those
to whom the Gospel has been
proclaimed and who have had
the possibility of asking for this
sacrament.”

3. Catechism of the Catholic Church (1257)

This teaching was new to
them but they accepted it whole-
heartedly. We also introduced
them into a local Catholic par-
ish and found someone to begin
catechizing the adults in their
own language in preparation for
baptism. The children too, were
enrolled in the Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine (CCD) pro-
gram and recently, only a few
months since our visit to them,
we had the great privilege and
joy of assisting at the baptism of
thirteen of their children. Now,
on their own, they come togeth-
er to pray the Rosary and are
continuing in their preparation
to receive the gift of Baptism.
Receiving Baptism will open up
to all of them all the other Sacra-
ments as well.

This is only a small example,
but also a very rewarding one,
of some of the many miracles
which take place in our area
through this door-to-door evan-
gelization.

To Encounter Christ
Pope Francis invites us as

a church, to “..step outside of
ourselves...go to the outskirts...
wherever that may be...to be
ready for encounter...Encoun-

ter with others.”” “A Christian’s

4. (5/18/13) — Q&A Session with members
of movements, communities and ecclesial
associations
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/
speeches/2013/may/documents/papa-frances-
co_20130518_veglia-pentecoste_en.html
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whole life is an encounter with
Jesus: in prayer, when we go to
Mass, when we do good works,
when we visit the sick, when we
help the poor, when we think of
others, when we’re not self-cen-
tered, when we are amiable...
We always encounter Christ in
these things and the journey of
life is exactly this: walking to en-
counter Jesus.”™ | can not help
but think of the many people
that we have encountered in our
apostolate of door-to-door over
the years and who, by the grace
of God, have been helped to
come to walk to encounter Jesus
through this unique mission of
our Rosary Crusade.

And Pope Francis continues,
“with our faith we must create a
‘culture of encounter’, a culture
of friendship, a culture in which
we find brothers and sisters, in
which we can also speak with
those who think differently, as
well as those who hold other be-
liefs, who do not have the same
faith. They all have something in
common with us: they are im-
ages of God, they are children
of God. Going out to meet every-
one, without losing sight of our
own position.” ©

5. Homily given at a parish in Rome
12/01/2013

6. (5/18/13) — Q&A Session with members
of movements, communities and ecclesial
associations
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/
speeches/2013/may/documents/papa-frances-
co_20130518_veglia-pentecoste_en.html
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Pope Francis uses this ex-
pression, encounter with Christ,
over and over, as a continuous
reminder, it would seem, of the
importance of reaching out to
the materially and spiritually
poor of the world. In fact, this is
a daily reminder with him, “.
(to) acknowledge that the ma-
jority of the men and women of
our time continue to live daily in
situations of insecurity, with dire
consequences.”” In his Lenten
message of February 4, 2014, he
stated, “We Christians are called
to confront the poverty of our
brothers and sisters, to touch it,
to make it our own and to take
practical steps to alleviate it.”®

Although it is true that here
in North America we do not have
the poverty that we hear about in
the third-world countries — the
masses of people who are ac-
tually starving from lack of food
— there does exist here another
form of poverty of a very serious
kind. It is a spiritual poverty; a
kind of spiritual starvation. We
might even call it a first-world
poverty, which Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI refers to as “the
tyranny of relativism”,

Many no longer attend
church services, or have never
heard of the Rosary, and what
is worse, they have never been
baptized or have never even said
a prayer before in their lives.
The sad realization is that these
people are suffering and, more
often than not, they do not know
why — their poverty is great;
they are starving for God! —

In our apostolate, when we
go into the homes, we meet with
many individuals who are oc-

7.5/16/13 — Audience with Ambassadors
(regarding financial reform) http://www.
vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speech-
es/2013/may/documents/papa-frances-
co_20130516_nuovi-ambasciatori_en.html
8. http://news.yahoo.com/reach-touch-poor-
pope-says-lent-message-114045306--fi-
nance.html
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cupied full-time in just making
ends meet — oftentimes work-
ing two and three jobs — and
they tell us that they have no
time for God. People are working
long, hard hours in order to meet
their many financial obligations,
then they seek after entertain-
ment and relaxation in order to
relieve the stress brought about
by such a hectic lifestyle. And
unfortunately, people are not
always making Godly choices
when it comes to their entertain-
ment. This is a poverty which, as
Christians, we have an obligation
to address. We need to “...con-
front, to touch, to make our own
and to take practical steps to al-
leviate...” this form of poverty.

It is Pope Francis who again,
says that, “... our challenge is not
so much atheism as the need
to respond adequately to many
people’s thirst for God, lest they
try to satisfy it with alienating
solutions... Unless these people
find in the Church a spiritual-
ity which can offer healing and
liberation, and fill them with life
and peace, while at the same
time summoning them to fra-
ternal communion and mission-
ary fruitfulness, they will end up
by being taken in by solutions
which neither make life truly hu-
man nor give glory to God.”®

In our beautiful Catholic Faith,
we have everything that we need
in order to respond to this thirst
for God. The Sacraments give us
the grace, strength and courage
in order to carry out this mission
successfully. Jesus said, “..the
poor you have always with you:
and when so ever you will, you
may do them good...” (Mark 14:7)
This is why the words of Pope
Francis, which were spoken to
all Christians desiring to allevi-
ate poverty in the world, are ap-
plicable in a very specific way
towards those who suffer, not
only from material poverty, but

9. EVANGELII GAUDIUM (89)
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from spiritual poverty as well:
“The proclamation of the Gospel
is destined for the poor..., for all
those who all too often lack what
they need in order to live a digni-
fied life. {(...) Go to the poor first
of all: this is the priority...to go
toward the outskirts” ...All the
peripheries, all the crossroads
on the way: go there. And sow
there the seed of the Gospel with
your words and your witness.”"’
...The Gospel is the real antidote
to spiritual destitution: wherever
we go, ...as Christians...pro-
claim the liberating news that
forgiveness for sins committed
is possible, that God is greater
than our sinfulness, that he free-
ly loves us at all times and that
we were made for communion
and eternal life. The Lord asks us
to be joyous heralds of this mes-
sage of mercy and hope!”""

Pope Francis tells us that,
“Genuine forms of popular reli-
giosity are incarnate, since they
are born of the incarnation of
Christian faith in popular cul-
ture. For this reason they entail
a personal relationship, not with
vague spiritual energies or pow-
ers, but with God, with Christ,
with Mary, with the saints.”"? |
personally believe that the Ros-
ary encompasses all of that.

Our Mission,
the Ave Maria
Meditating the Gospel
With Mary

It is the simple but beautiful
prayer of the Ave Maria that was
the plan that Our Lady gave to
the directors of the Pilgrims of St.
Michael when she gave this mes-
sage to a privileged soul in San
Damiano, ltaly in 1968, “Make

10. (6/17/13)- http://www.vatican.va/holy_
father/francesco/speeches/2013/june/docu-
ments/papa-francesco_20130617_convegno-
diocesano-roma_en.html

11. http://ncronline.org/blogs/francis-chroni-
cles/full-text-pope-francis-lenten-message
12. EVANGELII GAUDIUM (90)
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p me known and loved through

the recitation of Rosary.” Ever
since that time, the Pilgrims of
St. Michael have been doing
the Rosary Crusade, spreading,
teaching and praying the rosary
with people all over the world.

Our Lady herself told Saint
Dominic, “One day the world
will be saved by the Rosary.”
And in 1917, over 97 years ago
when she appeared to the three
young shepherds of Fatima,
Portugal, Our Lady reiterated,
“l am the Lady of the Rosary, |
have come to warn the faithful
to amend their lives and ask for
pardon for their sins. They must
not offend Our Lord any more,
for He is already too grievously
offended by the sins of men.
People must say the Rosary. Let
them continue saying it every
day.”"

She also warned at Fatima
of the errors that Russia would
spread throughout the world.
These errors exist today in the
many evil ideologies of atheistic
Communism, relativism, evolu-
tion, the banking cartel, etc...
However, Our Lady also prom-
ised that, “in the end my Im-
maculate heart will triumph”'4,
assuring us of her victory over
these evils. It is the Rosary that
is our spiritual weapon. Through
the Rosary, Jesus and Mary hear
our prayers and they can change
the hearts of men.

At Our Lady'’s last apparition
in Fatima, on October 13, 1917,
the atheistic and Masonic gov-
ernment of Portugal planned to
make a mockery of the appar-
ition — but God had His own
design. While the people were
praying the Holy Rosary, as Our
Lady had asked, a great miracle
occured. Over 70,000 people

13. http://www.rosary-center.org/fatimams.
htm
14. http://www.rosary-center.org/fatimams.
htm

witnessed the sun spin in place,
radiating vibrant and unearthly
colors. Some even described
the sun as dancing in the sky.
Many of the atheistic agents who
witnessed this breathtaking sign
from God, were converted as a
result.

Blessed Bartolo Longo

Pope St. John Paul I, who be-
atified Bartolo Longo in 1980, a for-
mer Satanist and militant anti-cler-
ic, who converted to Catholicism,
said of him, “..a true apostle of
the Rosary, Blessed Bartolo Longo
had a special charism. His path to
holiness rested on an inspiration
heard in the depths of his heart:
‘Whosoever spreads the Rosary
/s saved!”” In a sermon given in
Pompeii, Italy in 2008, Pope Ben-
edict XVI likened Bartolo Longo to
St Paul of Tarsus, who, as record-
ed in the Acts of the Apostles, was
the great persecutor of Christians.
While traveling later on the road to
Damascus, Saul was thrown from
his horse and Jesus appeared to
him saying, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me ?” (Acts 9:4) In
an instant he was converted and
he became know to the Christians
as Paul, the Great Apostle of the
Gentiles.
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An Appeal for
Missionaries

If we want to encounter

Jesus, we must go and touch His
wounds in the materially poor as
well as the spiritually poor, by
bringing to them Mary’'s rem-
edy; the simple prayer of the
Rosary. Therefore, in the spirit
of the New Evangelization,
as proclaimed in Pope Fran-
cis's Apostolic Letter, Evan-
gelii Gaudium, (The Joy of the
Gospel), we make this appeal
for Rosary Crusade Mission-
aries. Let us evangelize with
Mary, door to door, initiating
people in this way, to meditate
on the mysteries of the Gospel
through the Most Holy Rosary.
As Saint Louis-Marie de Mont-
fort said of the Apostles of the
Latter Days, “They will carry the
crucifix in their right hand and
the Rosary in their left, and the
holy names of Jesus and Mary
on their heart.”"®

For this Rosary Crusade
Apostolate, let us pray to Pope
Saint John Paul Il, the greatest
twentieth Century promoter of
the Rosary, making him the spe-
cial patron saint of our mission.
Come, and ask Our Lady for the
grace to respond to her call, to
spread her Rosary throughout
the world. Learn with us how to
evangelize with Saint Michael,
for The Triumph of the Immacu-
late. Let us become men and
women who, being filled with
the Holy Spirit, desire to walk
with Mary, rosary in hand, to
evangelize our brothers and sis-
ters. As St. Maximillian Kolbe,
apostle of the Immaculata and
Martyr of Auschwitz, once said,
“We are all called to become, not
only saints, but great saints.” +

Yves Jacques

15. Treatise On True Devotion To The
Blessed Virgin by St. Louis-Marie de Mont-
fort, #59
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The 10th Plenary Assembly of the AECCAR (Association
of Episcopal Conferences of the Central African Region) took
place from July 6 to 13, 2014 in Brazzaville, Congo. The the-
me was: “The Family in Africa Today”, in preparation for the
Synod on the family, which will be held in Rome in October
2014. The AECCAR included conferences of Catholic Bishops
from the six countries in the Central African region: Congo,
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Gabon, Equatorial Gui-
nea and Chad. Of the one hundred plus distinguished parti-
cipants, there were more than fifty bishops, some archbishops
and a cardinal, several priests, experts from various fields, as
wall as a number of married couples.

The speaker on Monday, July 7, was Marcel Lefebvre, Di-
rector of the Pilgrims of St. Michael of Rougemont, Quebec,
Canada, invited guest of Father Prosper Mesmin Massengo,
General Secretary of AECCAR. Mr. Lefebvre was able to speak
for one hour to all the participants. (See his report at the end
of this article.)

We share with you excerpts from the extensive discourse
given by Bishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the Pontifical
Council for the Family and special envoy of Pope Francis. He is
President of the Pontifical Council for the Family, whose theme
is “The Family, Resource of Society and Gospel to the World”:

Saint John Paul II, pope of the family, as he himself
wanted to be called, said; “The future of the world and of
the Church passes through the family, the first cell of the
living ecclesial community, but also of society” The family
has now become a major concern for Pope Francis, whom
I believe, needs our support in order to transform society,

Bishop Paglia’s Discourse on the Family
Plenary Assembly of Bishops of Central Africa
Marcel Lefebvre, representative for the Pilgrims of St. Michael

by bringing the Gospel to fa-
milies, because Africa is not
on the sidelines of globali-
zation, and must preserve
family values, the treasure
and resource of society and
of all of mankind...

In an Africa which is
buffeted by diverse currents,
to defend the family, as God
Himself desires it, is not just
an act consistent with the
faith... it is to preserve the very foundations of society and
any tangible development. The threats, however, which rage
against the family today in Africa are diabolical: dissolution
of morals, attacks on the unity of marriage; the loosening of
ties between family members; the proliferation of de facto
unions, not to mention poverty, rising unemployment which
does not allow parents to properly assume their responsibi-
lities...

Towards a “de-familiarized” Society

What is the underlying reason for this crisis? It is cultu-
ral. Never has the family been so dramatically hit as it has
in the past fifty years. The growing importance in Western
societies of individual freedom, a value that we should all be
proud of course, has had the effect, however, of strengthe-
ning exaggerated individualism, at the expense of long-term
and stable relationships... Considering the findings of Ita-
lian researcher, Volpi, on the given statistics on marriage in

Participants of the AECCAR are welcomed by Republic of Congo president (center)
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Italy, causes us to wonder. While “marriage and the family
follow the same curve of a plummeting airplane’, the study
indicates that the number of single parent homes has risen
from 5.2 million families in 2001 to 7.2 million in 2011. This
means that the decline of reli-
gious and civil marriages has not
changed into new forms of com-
munity life, which are also more
than fragile, but in an increasing
number of people choosing to live
alone. This means that any kind of
lasting bond is experienced as an
unbearable thing...

It was calculated that, in Fran-
ce, one in three people have cho-
sen to live alone, while the average
was one in ten (Patrick FESTY, in
Commentaire, 2013, #5 142, 289)
forty years ago. Moreover, the
absolute exaltation of the indivi-
dual, freed of any bonds, can only
lead to the destruction of society
and disintegration of all forms of
solid, lasting relationships.

The Family at the Center

Hence arises the urgent
need to give back to the family
its cultural dignity and its cen-
tral role in society. The family
must be at the very heart of the
debate, the very center of the po-
litical and economic vision, and
also in the Christian community. A globalized society will
only be able to find a civilized future in the extent that it
will be able to promote a culture of family, redesigned as
the vital link between the happiness of the private sphere
with that of the public sphere.

In any event, the family is not dead. Despite the very
difficult time that it is going through, it remains the most
important resource available to contemporary society. It is a
resource because it creates real relationships; which no other
life-form is capable of creating. The family is unique in its
ability to generate relationships. Its genome does not cease to
exist because it is what most humanizes society...

The family therefore, remains the most valuable re-
source to society; where we learn the decisive importance
and sense of who we are, in the building up and maintai-
ning of a more just and more cohesive society. It is in the
very bosom of the family that it finds its continuity in the
birth of children, and thus the link between generations.
The claim that marriage between anyone can be possible
because there is love, is a claim that, nothing has been un-
derstood of the difference of conjugal love, which includes
the ability to create.

www.michaeljournal.org

Marcel Lefebvre with Bishop Milandou

Report of Marcel Lefebvre
on his mission in Congo-Brazzaville

“I was invited by Father Mesmin Prosper, general secre-
tary of the Association of Episco-
pal Conferences of the Central
African Region (AECCAR), to
attend the Tenth Plenary Assem-
bly of the AECCAR being held in
Brazzaville, Republic of Congo.
the Most Rev. Anatole Milandou,
Archbishop of Brazzaville, gave us
a royal welcome.

“A dozen bishops from the six
countries of the AECCAR, who
had already attended our Week
of Study in Rougemont, Quebec,
Canada, were also present. To
mention a few: Bishop Anatole
Milandou, Bishop Samuel Kleda,
President of the Episcopal Confe-
rence of Cameroon and new pre-
sident of the AECCAR, Bishop
Louis Portella, President of the
Episcopal Conference of Congo-
Brazzaville and past president of
the AECCAR, Bishop Matthew
Madega, President of the Epis-
copal Conference of Gabon, and
Mot Rev. Jean Cardin, Bishop of a
diocese of Congo-Brazzaville”

For nearly an hour at this im-
portant meeting, Marcel Lefebvre
spoke to them about Louis Even, founder of the Pilgrims of
St. Michael and about his important work for Social Justice.
He clearly exposed the actual cause for the many economic
problems, which prevent families from thriving in Africa,
and throughout the world. This being also the leading cause
for a great number of souls being lost, as was pointed out by
both Pope Benedict XV and Pope Pius XI. After Mr. Lefebvre
spoke, Bishop Samuel Kleda and others asked him some very
pertinent questions on social justice, and their conversation
continued on through their dinnertime.

All week long, Mr. Lefebvre had ample opportunity of
distributing documentation, and it was a great privilege for
him to meet with all the participants of the Conference, who
graciously received the liberating and hopeful message of the
Pilgrims of St. Michael. Bishop Matthew Madega of Gabon
has come to Rougemont twice already and he is returning
again in August of 2014. He personally worked to make it
possible for the Pilgrims of St. Michael to participate in the
Plenary Assembly of the AECCAR. We are confident that
this great event will benefit the advancement of our cause in
this battle for social justice” <
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12 numbers ahout the global financial Ponzi scheme
How long before the house of cards collapse?

by Michael Snyder
The Economic Collapse Blog, June 14, 2014

The numbers that you are about to see are likely
to shock you. They prove that the global financial Ponzi
scheme is far more extensive than most people would
ever dare to imagine. As you will see below, the total
amount of debt in the world is now more than three
times greater than global Gross Domestic Product.
In other words, you could take every single good
and service produced on the entire planet this
year, next year and the year after that and it still
would not be enough to pay off all the debt. But
even that number pales in comparison to the ex-
posure that big global banks have to derivatives
contracts. It is hard to put into words how reck-
less they have been. At the low end of the es-
timates, the total exposure that global banks
have to derivatives contracts is 710 trillion
dollars.

That is an amount of money that is al-
most unimaginable. And the reality of the
matter is that there is really not all that much
actual "money" in circulation today. In fact, as
you will read about below, there is only a little bit more
than a trillion dollars of U.S. currency that you can ac-
tually hold in your hands in existence. If we all went out
and tried to close our bank accounts and investment
portfolios all at once, that would create a major league
crisis. The truth is that our financial system is little
more than a giant pyramid scheme that is based on
debt and paper promises. It is literally a miracle that
it has survived for so long without collapsing already.

When Americans think about the financial crisis that
we are facing, the largest number that they usually can
think of is the size of the U.S. national debt. And at over
17 trillion dollars, it truly is massive. But it is actually the
2nd-smallest number on the list below. The following
are 12 numbers about the global financial Ponzi scheme
that should be burned into your brain...

$1,280,000,000,000 — Most people are really sur-
prised when they hear this number. Right now, there is
only 1.28 trillion dollars worth of U.S. currency floating
around out there.

$17,555,165,805,212.27 - This is the size of the U.S.
national debt. It has grown by more than 10 trillion dol-
lars over the past ten years.

$32,000,000,000,000 — This is the total amount of
money that the global elite have stashed in offshore
banks (that we know about).

$48,611,684,000,000 — This is the total exposure
that Goldman Sachs has to derivatives contracts.

$59,398,590,000,000 — This is the total amount of
debt (government, corporate, consumer, etc.) in the
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q‘\ Bank has to derivatives contracts.
\‘\‘\ $100,000,000,000,000 - This is the total

U.S. financial system. 40 years ago, this number was

just a little bit above 2 trillion dollars.
$70,088,625,000,000 — This is the total exposure

that JPMorgan Chase has to derivatives contracts.

$71,830,000,000,000 — This is the approximate
size of the GDP of the entire world.

$75,000,000,000,000 — This is approximately the
total exposure that German banking giant Deutsche

amount of government debt in the entire world.
N\ This amount has grown by $30 trillion just since
mid-2007.

$223,300,000,000,000 — This is the approxi-
mate size of the total amount of debt in the
entire world.

$236,637,271,000,000 — According to
the U.S. government, this is the total ex-
posure that the top 25 banks in the United
States have to derivatives contracts. But
those banks only have total assets of about
9.4 trillion dollars combined. In other words, the ex-
posure of our largest banks to derivatives outweighs
their total assets by a ratio of about 25 to 1.

$710,000,000,000,000 to $1,500,000,000,000,000
— The estimates of the total notional value of all global
derivatives contracts generally fall within this range.
At the high end of the range, the ratio of derivatives
exposure to global GDP is about 21 to 1.

Most people tend to assume that the “authorities”
have fixed whatever caused the financial world to al-
most end back in 2008, but that is not the case at all. In
fact, the total amount of government debt around the
globe has grown by about 40 percent since then, and
the “too big to fail banks” have collectively gotten 37
percent larger since then. Our “authorities” didn't fix
anything. All they did was reinflate the bubble and kick
the can down the road for a little while.

| don't know how anyone can take an honest look
at the numbers and not come to the conclusion that
this is completely and totally unsustainable. How
much debt can the global financial system take be-
fore it utterly collapses? How recklessly can the big
banks behave before the house of cards that they
have constructed implodes underneath them?

For the moment, everything seems fine. Stock mar-
kets around the world have been setting record highs
and credit is flowing like wine. But at some point a day of
reckoning is coming, and when it arrives it is going to be
the most painful financial crisis the world has ever seen.

http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/12-
numbers-about-the-global-financial-ponzi-scheme-
that-should-be-burned-into-your-brain
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Gender ideology is demonic!

demned “gender ideology” in a private
conversation with Austrian Bishop Andreas
Laun earlier this year.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, nearing the
end of his pontificate, on two
occasions also spoke about
gender ideology, as “a nega-
tive trend for humankind,” and
a “profound falsehood,” which
“It is the duty of pastors of the
Church” to put the faithful “on
guard against.”

Bishop Laun, auxiliary bishop
of Salzburg,told LifeSiteNews
that he met the pope briefly on
January 30, as part of the Aus-

VATICAN — Pope Francis strongly con-

and personally make sense of: it is a social role

that we choose for ourselves, while in the past

it was chosen for us by society,” he said. “The

profound falsehood of this theory and of the

anthropological revolution contained within it is
obvious.”

“People dispute the idea that
they have a nature, given by
their bodily identity, that serves
as a defining element of the
human being. They deny their
nature and decide that it is not
something previously given to
them, but that they make it for
themselves. According to the
biblical creation account, be-

ing created by God as male and

trian bishops’ ad /imina visit, a
meeting with the pope that bish-
ops must do every five years.
Laun added that he was the last
of the bishops to speak with the

female pertains to the essence
of the human creature. This
duality is an essential aspect of
what being human is all abourt,

Holy Father.
“In response to my question-

as ordained by God. This very
duality as something previously

ing, Pope Francis said, ‘Gender
ideology is demonic!”” Laun said
that the pope was not exaggerating in his com-
ment. “/ndeed, gender ideology is the destruc-
tion of persons, which is why Pope Francis was
justified in calling it demonic”.

Bishop Laun encouraged the reading of the
latest book by famed German Catholic sociolo-
gist Gabriele Kuby, Die globale sexuelle Revo-
lution: Zerstorung der Freiheit im Namen der
Freiheit (The Global Sexual Revolution: Destruc-
tion of Freedom in the Name of Freedom).

For Kuby it is no shocking thing to call
gender ideology demonic.

“Gender ideology is the deepest rebellion
against God that is possible,” Kuby told LifeSite-
News. “Man does not accept that he is created
as man or woman, no, he says, ‘l decide! This
is my freedom!’ - against experience, against
nature, against reason, against science!”

“It is the ultimate perversion of individual-
ism,” she explained, “It robs man of the last
remnant of his identity, that is, to be a man and
a woman, after having lost faith and family and
nation.”

“It is indeed diabolical,” she concluded, “that
an ideology, which every person can discern as
a lie, can capture the common sense of people
and become the dominant ideology of our time.”

On December 21, 2012 Pope Benedict said,
“According to this philosophy, sex is no longer a
given element of nature, that man has to accept

www.michaeljournal.org

given is what is now disputed.

The words of the creation ac-
count: ‘male and female he created them’ (Gen
1:27) no longer apply. No, what applies now is
this: it was not God who created them male and
female — hitherto society did this, now we de-
cide for ourselves. Man and woman as created
realities, as the nature of the human being, no
longer exist. Man calls his nature into question.”

“When the freedom to be creative becomes
the freedom to create oneself, then necessar-
ily the Maker himself is denied and ultimately
man too is stripped of his dignity as a creature
of God, as the image of God at the core of his
being.”

In another address, on a January 19, 2013,
he said, “/t is the duty of pastors of the Church,
to put the Catholic faithful and every person of
good will and right reason on guard against the
trend of these ideologies.”

“It is a negative trend for humankind, al-
though it may be disguised by good feelings in
the name of alleged progress, alleged rights, or
an alleged humanism...Thus the Church re-
affirms her great ‘yes’ to the dignity and beauty
of marriage as an expression of the faithful
and generous bond between man and woman,
and her no to ‘gender’ philosophies, because
the reciprocity between male and female is an
expression of the beauty of nature willed by the
Creator.” <
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The Five Stages In A “Fall”

o Neglect of prayer - No soul fell away from GOD with-
out giving up prayer. Prayer is that which establishes
contact with DIVINE Power and opens the invisible
resources of heaven. However dark the way, when we
pray, temptation can never master us.

o Substitution of action for prayer - Most of us, feel-
ing the necessity of doing something for GOD, turn
to the solace of activity; instead of going from prayer
to action. We neglect the prayer and become busy
about many things. We think we are doing GOD’s

work, when we are only in motion or being fussy.

o Lukewarmness - Experience proves that religious
activity without prayer degenerates into indiffer-
ence. Some believe one can be too religious, too
zealous, or spend too much time in church.

o The satisfaction of material wants, feelings
and emotions - The material begins to assert,
once the Divine fades in life. Too much lean-
ing to luxury and refinement is an indica-
tion of inner poverty of the spirit. When

we possess the treasure within, there is no

need of those outer treasures that rust
consumes, moths eat and thieves break
through and steal. When the inner
beauty is gone, we need luxuries to
clothe our nakedness.

o Human respect - the last fall is
human respect, when we deny our
faith or are ashamed of it under
ridicule or scorn.

From: Characters of the Passion

“Lesson on Faith and Trust”
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
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